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Dear Stuart, 

New Channel 4 HQ 

Members of the cross-party Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Relations 
Committee are delighted to back Glasgow's bid to host Channel 4's new National 
HQ.   

Over the last three months, the Committee has been gathering evidence as part of 
our major inquiry1 into Scotland's screen sector. We have been enormously 
impressed at the strength and ambition of the screen sector in Scotland and, in 
particular, by the vision, creativity and entrepreneurial spirit of the independent 
producers working in it.  

The inquiry has also underlined just how much untapped potential there is in 
Scotland, and the opportunities that exist to better harness the wealth of talent in the 
Scottish screen sector. The siting of a major television channel HQ in Scotland 
should help realise that potential and unlock a thriving screen sector; one whose 
ambitions are matched by the commercial and creative opportunities open to it.  

Glasgow and the new HQ look to be a great fit - the city's diversity, energy and 
irreverent spirit well reflect Channel 4's brand and values. The broadcasting industry 
already has a strong footing in Glasgow - including Channel 4's current Scottish 
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presence - with much of the necessary infrastructure and creative networking 
already in place to help the new HQ flourish. Glasgow is an affordable city for 
creatives and enjoys excellent connectivity, as well as fast communications links to 
other UK cities, London included. It is bursting with talent, home to several leading 
universities, a world-renowned Art School, and all the country's national performing 
companies, including the National Theatre of Scotland. We also note that Channel 4 
has already warmly endorsed the opening of the National Film and Television School 
Hub at Glasgow's Pacific Quay. 

We wish you and your colleagues every success in the bidding process.  

 

Kind regards, 
 

 
Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener 
Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Relations Committee 


